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P.G.R. de Villiers dedication: A tribute
The Editorial Board of HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies pays tribute to Prof Dr Pieter 
G.R. de Villiers, an internationally recognised scholar and esteemed colleague. Prof De Villiers 
has been the Executive Director of the Centre for Christian Spirituality and Ethics since 1990 
and has been a Research Fellow and Professor Extraordinarius in Biblical Spirituality at the 
Department of Old and New Testament Studies at the Faculty of Theology, University of the Free 
State (since 2001). He is a member of 15 national and international academic societies (including 
invited membership of Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas). He has edited 15 books, authored 
four monographs, published 120 peer-reviewed academic articles and chapters in books as well 
as numerous general articles and book reviews. During his academic career (since 1971), Prof 
De Villiers has been a member of several editorial boards and served in the executive of various 
academic societies. Currently, he is the chairperson of South African Association for Spirituality 
(SPIRASA), the executive Director of the Centre for the Study of Christian Spirituality and Ethics, 
the chair of the Mysticism Group of the New Testament Society of South Africa and editor of 
LitNetAkademies (Godsdienswetenskappe). Since January 2008, he has been the organiser of the 
NAVNUT project (Nederlandse, Afrikaanse, Vlaamse Nuwe-Testament Projek) on social justice 
and violence, power and peace. Similar international collaboration between Dutch and South 
African scholars was also a catalyst for the founding of the HTS in 1943.

Contribution to research and research foci
Prof De Villiers’ impressive publication list bears testimony to his expertise in New Testament 
Studies. He has published on the Synoptic Gospels and Acts, apocalypticism, non-canonical 
writings (4 Ezra and the Similitudes of Enoch), hermeneutics (postmodernity and the relationship 
between history and faith), exegetical approaches and methods (narratology, sociological 
text analysis and linguistics), theological and related topics (the unity of the church, Judaism, 
Graeco-Roman society, miracles, superstition) as well as Pauline (1 Thessalonians, Philemon), 
Deutero-Pauline (2 Thessalonians), and Trito-Pauline literature (1 Timothy). His most extensive 
publications are on Revelations, socio-ethical themes and spirituality.

He has been doing research in the field of spirituality since 1997, often in collaboration with 
colleagues from the Netherlands, the United States and the United Kingdom, and has published 
30 articles in this field. His research has contributed to establishing spirituality as a discipline of 
Biblical Studies in South Africa and to its international advancement. He is currently developing a 
program in Biblical Spirituality which reflects the African context and aims to publish handbooks 
and monographs on this topic.

Flowing from his research on spirituality, with its focus on the spiritual nature and impact 
of biblical texts, are his publications on themes such as peace, love and joy, mysticism and 
discernment in biblical texts. Prof De Villiers is specifically interested in identifying and 
interpreting texts with a spiritual dimension that are often overlooked in academic scholarship. 
His research investigates the spiritual nature of specific New-Testament texts and elucidates the 
relationship between theological themes and the faith experience of early Christian communities. 
Themes such as violence, power and peace are investigated in collaboration with international 
scholars. Prof De Villiers’ publications on violence and peace are extensive, and he has established 
himself nationally as a leader in the field.

Prof De Villiers believes in engaged rather than ivory tower New-Testament scholarship. As early 
as 1989, he played a leading role in the empowerment of students from previously disadvantaged 
contexts and contributed to the democratisation and deracialisation of theological training at 
Rhodes University. His commitment to social justice can be seen in his research foci. Aspects such 
as peace, violence and power have socio-economic and socio-political implications. His work 
contributes to the building of a just and non-violent South Africa, striving for peace and joy for all.
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It is therefore befitting that Prof De Villiers has been invited 
to present the second A.S. Geyser Commemoration Lecture 
in 2016, hosted by the Department of New Testament Studies, 
Faculty of Theology, at the University of Pretoria.

With this edition of the HTS, the Editorial Board pays tribute 
to an esteemed scholar, colleague and friend who, for the past 
44 years, has contributed significantly to the development of 
theology as an academic enterprise.

Appendix 1 continues on next page →
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Appendix 1
Curriculum Vitae: Pieter G.R. de Villiers

Personal information
•	 Born in Venterstad, South Africa, as eldest son in a family of five children.
•	 Married to Susan de Villiers, a university librarian/archivist, and has three 

daughters (Elizabeth, Elsje and Judith, as well as two grandchildren).

University degrees	
•	 1966: B.A. (cum laude) (University of Stellenbosch, South Africa) 

with Greek and Hebrew as majors, Philosophy, Psychology, Latin and 
Afrikaans as degree subjects.

•	 1969 (March): B.A. Honours in Greek (cum laude) (University of 
Stellenbosch, South Africa).

•	 1969 (November): B.Th. (cum laude) (University of Stellenbosch, South 
Africa), three-year degree in theological disciplines.

•	 1973: Th.Drs. in New Testament Studies (Kampen Theological 
University, The Netherlands).

•	 1974: Licentiate in Theology (cum laude) (University of Stellenbosch, 
South Africa).

•	 1976: D.Th. in New Testament Studies (University of Stellenbosch, 
South Africa). (Doctoral theses in South Africa are not graded).

Present and past member of 
scholarly societies
On invitation only
•	 Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (SNTS).

Others

Society of Biblical Literature.
•	 American Academy for Religion.
•	 American Philological Association.
•	 Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality (presently a Board 

Member).
•	 European Association for Jewish Studies.
•	 European Association of Biblical Studies.
•	 The International Organization for Septuagint and Cognate Studies.
•	 New Testament Society of South Africa (former member of the executive).
•	 Old Testament Society of South Africa.
•	 South African Society for Patristic and Byzantine Studies.
•	 South African Society for Biblical and Religious Studies (former 

chairperson of the executive).
•	 South African Society for Jewish Studies.
•	 South African Society for Science of Literature.
•	 Association of Southern African Theological Institutions (former 

member of the executive).
•	 D.A.A.D. Alumni Association of South Africa (former chairperson of the 

Management Council).
•	 SPIRASA (Spirituality Association of South Africa) (member of the 

executive).

Academic positions
•	 Lecturer in the Department of Biblical Studies (Faculty of Arts) at the 

University of Stellenbosch, South Africa (1971–1978).
•	 Senior Lecturer in the Department of Biblical Studies (Faculty of Arts) 

at the University of Stellenbosch, South Africa (1978–1984).
•	 Professor in the Department of New Testament at the University of 

South Africa (1984–1988).

•	 Head of the C.B. Powell Bible Centre in the Faculty of Theology at the 
University of South Africa (1984–1988).

•	 Professor of New Testament in the Faculty of Divinity at Rhodes 
University (1989–2002).

•	 Head of the Department of Divinity, Rhodes University (1990–1992).
•	 Executive Director of the Centre for the Study of Christian Spirituality 

and Ethics (1990–).
•	 Professor Extraordinarius and Research Fellow in the Department of New 

Testament in the Faculty of Theology, University of the Free State (2001–).

Merit awards and research grants
•	 Merit awards for academic excellence from the University of 

Stellenbosch (B.A. studies).
•	 Elize Visser Scholarship at the University of Stellenbosch.
•	 H.B. Webb Stipendium for B.A. Honours studies in Greek (1968–1969).
•	 Merit award for the best student in the second-year theology class of 

the Faculty of Theology at the University of Stellenbosch (1969).
•	 Merit awards from the University of Stellenbosch (B.Th. studies).
•	 D.A.A.D. stipendium (German Academic Exchange Scholarship) for 

study in the Federal Republic of Germany at the Theological Faculty of 
the University of Göttingen (Georg-August Universität, 1973).

•	 Senior Research Grant from the Human Sciences Research Council of 
South Africa (HSRC) to do research at Duke University (Durham, North 
Carolina, USA) on apocalyptic literature (with Prof J.H. Charlesworth). 
Visiting Fellow at Duke University (1980).

•	 Human Sciences Research Council Travel Grant to attend the annual 
meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature in San Francisco (1981).

•	 Research grant from the University of Stellenbosch for a research 
project on apocalyptic literature (1982).

•	 Human Sciences Research Council Travel Grant to attend the annual 
meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature in New York (1982).

•	 Ad Hoc Research Grant from the Human Sciences Research Council of 
South Africa and the University of Stellenbosch to research the topic, 
Wisdom in 1 Enoch. A study on the speculative element in apocalyptic 
literature (1983).

•	 Human Sciences Research Council Travel Grant to attend the annual 
meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature and of the Studiorum Novi 
Testamenti Societas in Basel (1984).

•	 University of South Africa grant and Senior Research Grant from 
the Human Sciences Research Council to research the topic, The 
relationship between Christianity and Judaism in the Acts of the 
Apostles, at Yale University (New Haven, USA). Research Fellow at Yale 
University (Divinity School, 1986–1987).

•	 Rhodes University Research Grants for various projects and travel 
grants to attend international meetings (1988–2000).

•	 Grants from the Human Sciences Research Council (National Research 
Foundation), Stellenbosch University and Rhodes University to invite 
international scholars (mostly experts on Jewish early Christian 
literature) to South Africa, amongst them Proff Jim H. Charlesworth, 
Lars Harman, G.W.E. Nickelsburg, Richard Bauckham, A.J. Malherbe 
and Wayne A. Meeks (USA).

•	 Rhodes University Grant and Senior Research Grant from the Human 
Sciences Research Council (National Research Foundation) to do 
research on the topic, The household under threat in the Pastoral 
Epistles at Yale University in New Haven, USA. Research Fellow at Yale 
University (Divinity School, 1992–1993).

•	 Supervisor Grants to Senior Academics from the Human Sciences 
Research Council (NRF) for master’s and doctoral students in 1997–1999.

•	 Research Funding from the University of the Free State to do research 
in The Netherlands and Germany (2002–2015).

•	 Research Grant from the D.A.A.D. (Wiedereinladung) to conduct 
research at the Ludwig Maximilians University in Munich, Germany in 
co-operation with Prof Jörg Frey (2004).

http://www.hts.org.za
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•	 Research Grant from the D.A.A.D. (Wiedereinladung) to conduct 
research at the University of Regensburg, Germany in co-operation 
with Prof Tobias Nicklas (2009).

Academic experience
•	 Research Institutions and committees

�� Member of the Advisory Panel for Theology, Religious Studies, 
Ancient and Near Eastern Studies of the National Research Foun
dation (NRF) for 1990–1991 and 1995–1998.

�� Chairperson of the Advisory Panel for Theology, Religious Studies, 
Ancient and Near Eastern Studies of the National Research Foun
dation (NRF) from 1997–1998.

�� Member of the University Research Committee of the Faculty 
of Theology at Stellenbosch University and of Senate at Rhodes 
University as well as the Library Committee of Senate of Rhodes 
University.

•	 Teaching
�� Tutor in Greek at the University of Stellenbosch (1968–1969).
�� Teaching undergraduate and postgraduate courses in Biblical 

Studies (mainly New Testament) at the University of Stellenbosch 
(1971–1984).

�� Teaching New Testament at the University of South Africa (1984–
1988).

�� Teaching New Testament Studies from undergraduate to 
postgraduate level at Rhodes University (1989–2002).

�� Teaching Spirituality in the honours as well as in the master’s 
programs at Rhodes University.

�� Teaching a master’s degree (course work) in spirituality at the 
University of the Free State.

�� Part-time teaching in the Department of Ancient Studies at the 
University of Stellenbosch.

�� Visiting professor at the Christian University of St Petersburg, 
Russia (2004, 2006 and 2010).

�� Visiting lecturer at various universities in Switzerland, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, the United Kingdom and 
Namibia.

•	 Supervision of Research
�� Supervised master’s and doctoral theses at the Universities of 

Stellenbosch, University of South Africa, Rhodes University and 
the University of the Free State.

�� Leader of a master’s degree course in spirituality at the University 
of the Free State.

•	 External examining and evaluation
�� External evaluator and examiner of postgraduate theses at several 

South-African universities (University of the Witwatersrand, 
University of Pretoria, University of the Free State, Stellenbosch 
University, University of Potchefstroom, University of Kwa-Zulu 
Natal, University of South Africa, The Joint Board of Theological 
Institutions in Southern Africa and the University of Namibia).

•	 Refereeing
�� Referee for the National Research Foundation (NRF) of the Human 

Sciences Research Council of South Africa for grants and overseas 
conferences, as well as articles for journals in the field of Old and 
New-Testament Studies, both locally and abroad.

Executive positions in scholarly 
societies
•	 Publications Secretary of the New Testament Society of South Africa 

(1981–1989).
•	 Co-chair of the Background group of the New Testament Society of 

South Africa.

•	 Co-chair of the Religious experience group of the New Testament 
Society of South Africa.

•	 Co-chair of the Mysticism Group of the New Testament Society of 
South Africa.

•	 Member of the executive of the Association of Southern African 
Theological Institutions (1992–1995).

•	 Member of the executive of the South African Society for Biblical and 
Religious Studies.

•	 Treasurer of the South African Society for Biblical and Religious Studies 
(1998).

•	 Chairperson of the South African Society for Biblical and Religious 
Studies from 1999 to 2004.

•	 Member of the Management Council of the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD) Alumni Society of South Africa (1999–2005).

•	 Chairperson of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Alumni 
Society of South Africa (2000–2005).

•	 Member and chairperson of the South African Association for 
Spirituality (SPIRASA).

•	 Executive Director of the Centre for the Study of Christian Spirituality 
and Ethics (1990–).

•	 Organizer of NAVNUT (Nederlandse, Afrikaanse, Vlaamse Nuwe-
Testament Projek) since January 2008 (for South African, Dutch and 
Flemish scholars). Conceptualized, organized and co-organized two 
conferences held by the group (on violence and power) and co-
organized the third conference on peace.

•	 Organizer of the Second Bi-Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study 
of Christian Spirituality (SSCS) in Johannesburg (May 2015).

Editorial boards
•	 Member and chair of the International Relations Committee (IRC) of 

the Society of the Study of Christian Spirituality (SSCS).
•	 Editor of Neotestamentica, the Journal of the New Testament Society 

of South Africa (1981–1989).
•	 Member of the Editorial Board of Theologia Evangelica (1986–1988).
•	 Member of the Editorial Board of Scriptura.
•	 Member (co-worker) of the Editorial Board of Nederduitse 

Gereformeerde Teologiese Tydskrif (2003–).
•	 Member of the Editorial Board of Acta Patristica et Byzantina.
•	 Member of the Editorial Board of Neotestamentica. The Journal of the 

New Testament Society of South Africa.
•	 Editor of LitNet Akademies (Godsdienswetenskappe).
•	 Member and Associate Editor of AOSIS Scholarly Publications, Domain 

Religion.
•	 Chair (since 2015) of the Editorial Board of Neotestamentica.
•	 Member of the Editorial Board of Spiritus, the journal of the Society for 

the Study of Christian Spirituality (SSCS).

Linguistic training and competence
•	 Ancient languages:

�� Latin
�� Greek
�� Hebrew
�� Aramaic
�� Syriac
�� Coptic

•	 Modern languages:
�� German (Certificate in intermediate German; Goethe Institut, 

1973)
�� Dutch
�� Afrikaans
�� English
�� French
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Church involvement
•	 Licensed as minister of religion in the Dutch Reformed Church of South 

Africa (1974).
•	 Ordained as minister of religion in the Dutch Reformed Church of 

South Africa (1993).
•	 Pastoral minister in the Uniting Reformed Church (Eersterust, Pretoria, 

1985–1988).
•	 Served on a number of church boards, church commissions and synods 

of the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa in Stellenbosch and 
Grahamstown.

Other activities and interests
•	 Member of several community societies and their executives (social, 

historical, educational and classical societies):
�� member of the School Committee of Stellenbosch Primary School 

(1983–1984)
�� member of the Governing Body of P.J. Olivier High School in 

Grahamstown (1994)
�� member of the Executive of the Governing Body of P.J. Olivier High 

School (1996)
�� chairperson of the Governing Body as well as of its Executive (1996).

•	 Warden of Helshoogte Residence at Stellenbosch University (1976–
1980).

•	 Patron of the Undergraduate Society of Theological Students 
(Admissiebond) at Stellenbosch University.

•	 Squash
�� Played league squash in Stellenbosch, Pretoria and Grahamstown
�� Chairperson of the Rhodes University Squash Club in 1991.

•	 Representative of the Rhodes University Senate on the Sports 
Committee of the University.

•	 Passed the final examinations in piano (University of South Africa, 
1966).

•	 Computer Science (Rhodes University, 2002).
•	 Running: occasional participation in marathons.

Scholarly papers read at 
conferences
•	 1978, ‘The Messiah and messiahs in Jewish apocalyptic’, paper read 

at the annual meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa.
•	 1981, ‘Understanding the way of God: Form, function and meaning 

of the historical review in 4 Ezra 3:4–27’, paper read at the annual 
meeting of the Society of Biblical literature in San Francisco.

•	 1982, ‘The Ezra-legend in 4 Ezra 13’, paper read at the annual meeting 
of the Society of Biblical literature in New York.

•	 1982, ‘Configuration and plot in Matthew 19–22: Aspects of the 
narrative character of the Gospel of Matthew’, paper read at the 
annual meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa.

•	 1982, ‘The service of the believer’, paper read at the Theological 
Faculty of the University of Stellenbosch.

•	 1982, ‘The motive of chastisement in Hebrews 12’, paper read at the 
Theological Faculty of the University of Stellenbosch.

•	 1982, ‘Renaissance of sociological text analysis’, paper read at the 
Theological Faculty of the University of South Africa, Pretoria.

•	 1983, ‘Religious teaching in Cape Schools’, paper read at the Southern 
African Society for Biblical Studies in Pretoria.

•	 1983, ‘Revealing the secrets: Wisdom and the world in the Similitudes 
in Enoch’, paper read at the annual meeting of the New Testament 
Society of South Africa in Johannesburg.

•	 1983, ‘Solving the riddle: Towards a consensus in apocalyptic 
research?’, paper read at the annual meeting of the Old Testament 
Society of South Africa.

•	 1983, ‘Relevance of general linguistics for the reading of classical 
texts’, paper read at a public seminar organised by the Department of 
General Linguistics of the University of Stellenbosch (with J.C. Thom).

•	 1984, ‘The interpretation of a text in the light of its socio-cultural 
setting’, paper read at the annual meeting of the New Testament 
Society of South Africa at Rustenburg.

•	 1985, ‘Miracles in the time and world of the Bible’, paper read at the 
University of South Africa.

•	 1985, ‘Acts 15: The meeting in Jerusalem’, paper read at the University 
of South Africa.

•	 1985, ‘The use of Scripture and modern society: Political interpretations 
of the Bible’, inaugural lecture at the University of South Africa.

•	 1988, ‘Symbols in the Apocalypse of John’, paper read at the annual 
meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa.

•	 1989, ‘New Testament scholarship in South Africa’, paper read at the 
annual meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa.

•	 1990, ‘Offering hope to a broken society: Contextualization in Titus’, 
inaugural lecture at Rhodes University.

•	 1990, ‘Luke and the language of the New Testament’, paper read at the 
annual meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa.

•	 1992, ‘The Church and development: Determining priorities’, paper 
read at a conference on Church and Development, University of the 
Western Cape.

•	 1993, ‘The opponents in 1 Timothy’, paper read at the Faculty of 
Theology, University of Geneva.

•	 1993, ‘The life of Jesus’, workshop at the annual meeting of 
The Association of Southern African Theological Institutions in 
Johannesburg.

•	 1993, ‘The Bible and the Struggle (for power)’, keynote address at the 
annual meeting of the Southern African Society for Biblical Studies.

•	 1995, ‘Is there a Bible in the Church?: On disempowering New 
Testament scholarship’, paper read at the New Testament Society of 
South Africa in Pietermaritzburg.

•	 1995, ‘The uniqueness of Christ in a pluralistic society’, paper 
read at the annual meeting of the Society for Biblical Studies, RAU, 
Johannesburg.

•	 1995, ‘Myths and genealogies in 1 Timothy’, paper read at the Society 
of Biblical Literature in Budapest.

•	 1995, ‘Wisdom in the Book of Revelation and Daniel: A study in 
intertextuality’, paper read at the annual meeting of the Old Testament 
Society of Southern Africa, UPE, Port Elizabeth.

•	 1996, ‘The second beast as false prophet in Revelation 13:11–18’, 
paper read at the annual meeting of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti 
Societas in Strasbourg.

•	 1996, ‘The vice of conceit in 1 Timothy: A study in the ethics of the New 
Testament within its Graeco-Roman context’, paper read at the annual 
meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature in New Orleans, USA.

•	 1996, ‘The Bible and politics’, paper read at the annual meeting of the 
Southern African Society for Biblical Studies at the University of the 
Free State in Bloemfontein.

•	 1997, ‘Prophecies, oracles and signs in Graeco-Roman society’, paper 
read at a conference of the South African Patristic and Byzantine 
Society in Pretoria.

•	 1997, ‘Biblical Studies and spirituality’, paper read at the annual 
meeting of the Old Testament Society of South Africa at Vista 
University, Pretoria.

•	 1998, ‘Chained for a thousand years: Satan in Revelation 20’, paper 
read at the international conference of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti 
Societas in Copenhagen.

•	 1998, ‘Faith experienced: Hermeneutical perspectives on Biblical 
Studies and spirituality’, paper read at the annual meeting of the New 
Testament Society of South Africa.

•	 2000, ‘The seven letters in Revelation 2–3’, paper read at the annual 

meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa.
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•	 2001, ‘New Historicism and the interpretation of Revelation’, paper 

read at the international meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature 
in Rome.

•	 2001, ‘The new policy on religion in schools’, paper read at the annual 
meeting of the South African Society for Biblical and Religious Studies.

•	 2002, ‘The seven letters in Revelation 1–3: Coherence and structure’, 
paper read at the annual meeting of the New Testament Society of 
South Africa.

•	 2002, ‘The historical Jesus’, paper read at the Theological Faculty, 
University of Stellenbosch.

•	 2002, ‘Rome in the Book of Revelation’, paper read at the annual 
meeting of the South African Society for Patristic and Byzantine 
Studies.

•	 2003, ‘Spirituality in and of the Book of Revelation: A case study on the 
changing nature and ethos of New Testament as a discipline’, paper 
read at the annual meeting of the New Testament Society of South 
Africa (University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg), 25 April.

•	 2003, ‘Interpreting Revelation in the new millennium’, paper read at 
the Faculty of Theology, University of Stellenbosch.

•	 2003, ‘Obscurity and ambiguity in pagan oracles and Revelation’, paper 
read at an International Colloquium at McGill University, Montreal.

•	 2003, ‘The Bible and violence’, F.C. Fensham Memorial Lecture, 
University of Stellenbosch, September.

•	 2004, ‘Apocalyptic literature’, paper read at the Department of Old and 
New Testament Studies, February.

•	 2004, ‘The composition and structure of Revelation 6–8’, paper read 
at the annual meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa, 
April.

•	 2004, ‘The resurrection in the New Testament’, paper read at the 
Theological Faculty, Stellenbosch. 30 September.

•	 2004, ‘The seven angels in Revelation 14: An intertextual perspective’, 
paper read at the Alexander von Humboldt-Kolleg, 12–14 August, 
University of Stellenbosch.

•	 2004, ‘Following the radical Jesus in the quest for a humane society: 
The contribution of Biblical spirituality to the new struggle against 
violence’, opening paper read at the SAAP Conference for Ministers, 
Stellenberg, 14 September.

•	 2004, ‘The composition of Revelation’, paper read at the doctoral 
seminar of the University of Munich.2005, ‘Last, but not least?: The 
seven bowls in Revelation 16’, paper read at the annual meeting of the 
New Testament Society of South Africa, Bloemfontein, University of 
the Free State, 13 April.

•	 2005, ‘The ethics of 1 Timothy’, paper read at the University of 
Pretoria, 15–17 Augustus.

•	 2005, ‘Shaping the common future: Academic exchange and scientific 
cooperation between South Africa and Germany’, presentation at the 
DAAD workshop, Johannesburg, 5 November.

•	 2006, ‘The locusts as symbol in the fifth trumpet in the light of 
Revelation as a prophecy’, paper read at the annual meeting of the 
New Testament Society of South Africa, Pretoria, University of Pretoria, 
19 April.

•	 2006, ‘Kanagaraj on mysticism in the Gospel of John’, paper read at the 
annual meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa, UNISA, 
Pretoria, 14 November.

•	 2006, ‘Joy in the Book of Revelation’, paper read at the conference of 
the European Association of Biblical Studies, Hungary, 7 Augustus.

•	 2007, ‘Mysticism and the New Testament’, paper read at the annual 
meeting of the New Testament Society of South Africa, Stellenbosch, 
2–5 April.

•	 2007, ‘Mysticism in Revelation’, paper read at an expert meeting at 
the Titus Brandsma Institute for Spirituality, Radboud University, 
Nijmegen, June.

•	 2007, ‘The septet of seven trumpets in Revelation’, paper read at the 
Free University in Brussels, 11 June.

•	 2007, ‘The eschatology of 1 and 2 Thessalonians’, paper read at an 
international conference on Eschatology in the New Testament, 
organized by the University of Pretoria, 19–23 August.

•	 2007, ‘The ethical implications of violent and vengeful language in 
Revelation’, paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature, San Diego, 
17–21 November.

•	 2007, ‘Biblical spirituality, peace and a culture of violence’, inaugural 
lecture, University of the Free State, 12 September.

•	 2007, ‘The spiritual reading of the Bible’, workshop on Biblical Spirituality, 
Bloemfontein, 15–16 March, and Pietermaritzburg, 27–28 August.

•	 2007, ‘Life after death and eternal life according to the New Testament’, 
Stellenbosch Central Study and Discussion Group, 23 October.

•	 2008, ‘Openbaring 18 as toetsteen vir nadenke oor geweld’, paper read 
at a conference of the Dutch, Afrikaans and Flemish New Testament 
project (NAVNUT) on The New Testament and Violence, Stellenbosch, 
January.

•	 2008, ‘Love in Philemon’, paper read at a conference on Perspectives 
on Philemon at the University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, 
September 2008.

•	 2008, ‘Moral language in Philemon’, paper read at a conference 
(Humbolt-Kolleg) on Moral Language in the New Testament at the 
University of Pretoria, September.
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