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This publication presents a collection of 21 essays on the tradition of Israel. written by the author between 

1960 and 1998. Most of these have been published elsewhere. but twelve of them bad to be translated in to 

English for this book. In this way the work of the author is introduced to a much larger circle of readers 

and contributes to the much needed international debate between Scandinavian, German, English and 
American scholars. 

Although the heyday of tradition history is long since past. Saehs is of opinion that there are left 

open some questions that still have to be answered. These questions are about the theological multiplicity 

and unity in the Biblical text. the theological continuity in its process of production and the productive 
circles of this literature in ancient Israel. Problems arising on the synchronic level of reading still need the 
study of matters like these on the diachronic level to be answered. Al1hough opinions differ on the tradition 

history of the text. especially between Scandinavian and German scholars. the creative movement in the 

forming process leading to the final canon bas to be investigated. And what Saehs presents here is the 

results ofhis research in this area. 
The essay is arranged in five ~ parts. dealing with different aspects of tradition history. In the 

first part it is shown in the text history. inter alia in Leviticus. that the tradition history was a living creative 

tradition related to different groups or bodies where they had their functional Sitz 1m Leben. This thesis is 
proven in the ~ part where traditio historical aspects are studied in texts like Genesis 49:24b-25&, 

Exodus 3:13-157 Isaiah 7:3-9. Isaiah 8:9-10, Psalms 72:8 and 89:26, Zechariah 9:1Ob and Lamentations 3:1. 

When dealing with theological themes exposed by traditio historical study, Saebs very often 

reflects on older research and gives a new opinion marked by an obvious effort at balance between different 

viewpoints. Matters like the relationship between cult theology and wisdom theology, wisdom and law, 

revelation and history, messiah and eschatology, wisdom and apocalyptic, are discussed in the essays of 

this section. 
In part four the author collected his essays on the final. stages of the tradition process where 

traditio at last becomes traditum. Investigating the tradition history as well as the n:daction history of 

books like Proverbs, Song of Songs, and the sections of the servant songs in Isaiah and "son of man" in 

Daniel 7, he comes to the issue of canon. In chapter 18, which can be seen as the concluding point of the 

argument for a creative traditio historical process, Saebs takes up the argument with Childs. According to 

him "The final form of the biblical writings can be understood not as something which bad a1ready been 
given, but generally as something which had become both historically and theologically, and which bad 
come into being after prior conditions by means of a creative and productive process" (p 302). A process 
of Zusammen Denken theologica11y developed the material into a final form. Hence the title of the book 
On the way to... ooy in the final form there existed a canon consciousness and a new kind of tradilum 

appeared which was conceptualized in terms of final holy writings. 

In pert five the author coUected three articles he wrote on Gabler, William Robertson Smith and 

Mowinckel. which are interesting, but do not really fit into the pattern of the rest of the book. The book is 

concluded by a very useful bibliography, index of references and index of authors, making a book dealing 
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with so many aspects of Old Testament science and so many publications, a user-friendly publication. In 
the ongoing debate between final fonn and tradition, canonical criticism and tradition history, synchronic 
and diachronic study, this book is a must for every scholar who wants to study the Old Testament and to 
think on a universal level. 

Vo der Walt, B J - Godsdlens en samelewing I Religion and sodety 

Uitgewers: Potchefstroomse Instituut vir Refonnatoriese Studies, PU vir CHO. Afrikaanse weergawel48 
bladsye. Prys R3S-OO. Engelse weergawe. 86 bladsye R2S-00 

Reseascnt: Dr J C vo der Merwe 

Met hierdie bundel opstelle spreek Van der WaIt 'n baie geldige vraag aan, naamlik: Watter rol behoort die 
Christelike godsdieDS in ODS samelewing te speel? 

Die vraag wat hy probeer beantwoord is: wat is die korrekte verhouding as dit kom by Christelike 
godsdiens en samelewing? Volgens hom is daar drie vereistes waaraan ODS moet beantwoord om te 

verseker dat ODS Christelike geloof weI 'n rol in die samelewing sal vervul: ODS het God se wil nodig. Hy 
onderskei tussen ODS gebrekkige Christelike godsdiens aan die een kant en God se wil soos wat dit 
geopenbaar is in die skepping en in die Skrif aan die ander kant ODS het verder 'n Christelike lewensvisie 
nodig. Hierdie lewensvisie kry gestaIte in 'n lewe coram Deo. En daarmee saam het ons 'n Christelike 
lewensfilosofie nodig. Vir hom bied die evangelie nie slegs geestelike "klere" en "skoene" nie; dit bied 

ook sosio-politieke "klere" en "skoene". Hy is daarvan oortuig dat die Woord van God ODS Die slegs van 

nagklere vir ons persoonlike, rcligieuse lewe of kerkklere vir Sondag voorsien Die, maar ook werksklere vir 
ODS aIledaagse lewe in die samelewing. Hoe hierdie "werlcsklere " moet lyle, kan aileen 'n Christelike 

samelewingsbeskouing vir ons duidelik maak. 
In die bestek van ses hoofstukke beredeneer Van der Walt dan op sy kenmerlamd uitdagende wyse 

hoe bogenoemde mOOlltlik is. Die hoofstukke is: 1. '0 Nuwe Christendom vir 'n nuwe Suid-Aftika. 2. 

Christelike perspektiewe"op die samelewing. 3. 'n Christelike visie op die politick. 4. '0 Christelike 

perspektief op fundamentele regte. S. Die oeo-liberale, kapitaIistiese ideologie van ontwikkeling. 6. Die 
Christelike geloof en ander godsdienste. Die hoofstukopskrifte is prikkelend genoeg en bied bowendien 

baie outtige stof op grood waarvan oor die kerk se taak en roeping besin kan word. 'n Mens hoef 
hoegenaamd Die in aIles met Van der WaIt saam te stem om by die lees van hierdie opstelle tot positiewe 

nadenke en gesprek geprikkel te word Die. 
Ek wi! die buncJel opsteUe ten sterkste aanbeveel. Die feit dat daar ook 'n Engelse weergawe 

beskikbaar is maak die leserspubliek wat dit verdien soveel groter. Daar is egter twee sake wat hind.erlik is. 
Die eksemplaar wat ek ontvang het, is swak gebind. Die bladsye het na enkele kere se gebtuik maklik 
losgekom. Die speVtikfoute, aI is dit Die baie, Die is nogtans hinderlik en doen werklik atbreuk aan 'n werk 
van hierdie gehalte. Enkele voorbeelde is: word in plaas van woord bls 4, staatsuniversiteil in plaas van 
staatsulliversiteit bls 3j, be/ongte in plaas van belang/e bls 78; beleit in plaas van bepleit bls 94. Dieselfde 

geld oogelukkig ook die Engelse weergawe voorbeelde hiervan is: unciritically in plaas van wteritically bls 
9 subsitule in plass van substitute bls 20. Ten spyte hiervan bly dit vir die tyd waarin die kerk opnuut oor 

sy roeping, rol en funksie moet besin 'n werle wat deur elke leraar en selfs ook deur elke ouderling en 
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