
BoekbesprekiDgs I Book Reviews 

resurrection is stated in the tradition of heavenly vindication of the martyr as reflected in 2 Maccabees, 

while the escbatological resurrection is rooted in Jewish escbatological tradition. Jesus' death as martyr 

benefited all those who are united with him and belonged to his group before and after his death. As an 

end-time agent, his death received escbatological significance. Paul could proclaim it as the start of the 

escbatological resurrection. 

What makes it difficult to deal with this book is that, although good work is done, the writer does 

not distinguish between apoca1ypticism and eschatology. For him the apoca1yptical is as good as Chris

tian. One would expect that a traditio-historical study would take the differences between these into ac

count. Holleman distinguishes chronologically between the end of history and 'eschaton', which is the 

last and final part of human history. The eschaton will be completed by the parousia. The complete sal

vation can only be awaited in the future. That means that the author understands the tension between the 

'already' and the 'not yet' quantitatively and not qualitatively. Something is still to happen. 

Did Paul really systematize the Christian expectations? Did he do this to bring order in the confu-

sion? 

Kazmierski, C R 1996 - John the Baptist: Prophet and evangelist (Zacchaeus Studies: New Testa
ment. Mary Ann Getty, Editor. Micbael-Glazier Books) 

Liturgical Press Collegeville. 126 pages. Price: $10.95 

Reviewer: Dr William R Domens (University of the Witwatersrand) 

Carl Kazmierski teaches New Testament and early Christianity at the University of Ottawa (Ontario). He 

completed his doctoral studies in Germany under Rudolf Schnackenburg. 

Kazmierski speaks of his work as a compilation of reflections OD John the Baptist rather than an ex

haustive study of the material. His aim is not to study texts but to make these texts 'come alive and 

speak to us so that we might understand and perhaps even be confronted by the mighty dynamic that un

derlies their very existence' (p 10). 

The titles of the chapters are evocative: 'In the shadows of the kingdom'; 'Water in the wilderness'; 

'Servants of the Kingdom'; 'Visions of the Kingdom'; 'In the age of the Messiah' and 'The Stones of 

Abraham'. In spite of these popular and imaginative approaches, the book is thoroughly academic and 

extremely well referenced. Such scholarship is evident in Kazmierski's discussion of the supposed Qum
ran connection, the social setting of John and the relationship between John and Jesus. The discussions 

are always logical and balanced, tending to caution and an academic reluctance to push the evidence be

yond its natural confines. 

What new insights does Kazmierski bring to the discussion about John the Baptist? Perhaps the 

most striking is his ability to produce what is both a very readable, and so accessible study, while at the 

same time dealing in a very skilful way with many of the critical debates which have, in the course of the 

centuries, gathered around the enigmatic figure of John. But there is more. The whole books is in
formed by cultural anthropology, specifically that of the Mediterranean world. Using Bruce Malina as 

his primary source Kazmierski skilfully integrates both the person and message of John in the light of the 
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values of shame and honour and against the backdrop of purity and pollution common to first century Ju

daism. Constant use of the Hebrew Bible allows him to draw attention to John's prophetic tradition. In 

the search, Kazmierski deals with five layers of tradition, the oldest being that of John as prophet and 

evangelist, drawing its source from Isaiah 40:3 and reflecting John's vision of ministry. The secoDd 

level is that of John as an apocalyptic preacher of judgement, which Kazmierski links with a crisis among 

a group of Hellenists within the early Christian Movement and which was in line with their own experi

ence of rejection. John as Elijah is the third level which followed Jesus' use of this idea. The fourth 

level is that of John as the forerunner of the messiah and was part of the process undertaken by the early 

Chris-tian movement in redefining the messiahship of Jesus in the post-Easter period. The fifth level is 

John as the witness to the messiah found in the Fourth Gospel. Kazmierski argues that each level is to be 

appre-ciated in its own right but without sacrificing the beauty or integrity of the composite picture. 

The book has a devotional overtone throughout, which does not detract from the sharpness of its 

academic nature, but may well leave some readers slightly puzzled. The style of the book is colloquial 

and frequent use is made of the first person (singular and plural). The book envisages a journey or pil

grimage (search) and closes with an appeal 'to meet God i.n the reality of our own existence, a call to jus

tice-making and love, a call that offers to transform those "who partake of its life and perhaps even in 

their own time undergo the fate of its prophets." Thus it is a call that leads to contemplation and to Sab

bath' (p 118) - a paradoxical comment. 

In conclusion, I recommend this as a very readable text for both academics and ministers of reli

gion. It would serve as a very useful introduction to a detailed study of John the "Baptist, as well as to 

anyone preaching on the topic. 
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In South Africa business ethics is something new and is still a fairly young discipline. The development 

of business ethics occurred in the last three decades, mainly in North America and Western Europe. 

Business ethics can be seen as 8n attempt to respond to problems with which business has to cope all over 

the world. Rossouw writes about the economic, socio-political and moral-cultural responsibilities and 
challenges facing business in a new South Africa. This book is a valuable contribution to the field of 

business ethics, especially in the South African situation. It is to be recommended to everyone practising 

business in our country, to business and also theological students, as well as to clergy and theologians, 

bearing in mind that the Church has always played a leading role in the field of ethics in general. The 

first chapter of the book introduces the reader to basic concepts and approaches in the discipline of busi

ness ethics in general. It also deals with the reasons why developing economics are somewhat slow in 

following the worldwide trend towards incorporating ethics in business. The second chapter offers a dis

cussion of the many good reasons why business ethics should become an integral part of the business s0-

ciety. The third chapter focuses on the corporate responsibility debate, and identifies the economic, 

socio-political and moral-cultural responsibilities and challenges facing business. The fourth chapter 

introduces the reader to the unique nature of ethical decision-making and is called Rational interaction 
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