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matter of Jews not being interested in the person of Jesus. Several chapters in the book point out that 

there definitely is a growing interest in Jesus in many Jewish circles. There is, however, a difference in 

the way the person and role of Jesus are observed in the two religions. 

Cox (p 46) spells out the fundamental ground rule for dialogue between Christians and Jews: there 

can never be a question of Christians attempting to convert Jews to Christianity. This is perhaps the 

most difficult point to accept in some Christian circles. I get the impression that the book had a luke

warm reception in some circles, and this view must apparently have something to do with this. If my 

impression is correct, I find this a great pity. I am of the opinion that not only Jewish-Christian dialogue 

should be encouraged, but also dialogue between Christianity and various other religions. 

I can recommend the book to anyone who is interested in interfaith dialogue, but also to scholars 

interested in the historical Jesus problem. Because of the different backgrounds of the authors of the 

book, it makes for very interesting reading. Although some of the contributions presume some theologi

cal background, the book is nevertheless also accessible to a wider audience. 
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Fowler has succeeded in presenting the results of his investigation in a short, well motivated and 

balanced manner. His book is an excellent introduction to the topic. He frequently discusses the view

point of a wide range of scholars. The book has a comprehensive bibliography and a handy index as well 

as a map of Africa. The introductory nature of this book is closely related to its comprehensive scope. 

The geographical area investigated is so extensive that relevant detail gets lost. In the discussion of 

colonial and post-colonial oppression the scope is too extensive. The reader often gets the feeling that he 

is aquaplaning. Fowler succeeds in presenting a valid critique of colonial.as well as post-colonial oppres

sion. This critique is to be listed as the most prominent feature of the book. 

As good books often do. Fowler's book stimulates debate. An agenda for debate could include the 

following issues, amongst others. 

* Epistemology: Western man has always insisted that he knows best what is good for Africa. The 

epistemological presupposition of Fowler opposes this. He states that Africans know what is best 

for Africa. I propose an epistemological point of departure in which the subject is extended to 

include all the role players. The subject should, however, be extended in such a way as to form a 

partnership in which the partners are sensitive to the opposing views compromising this extended 

subject. 
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* Social structure and development: The scientific, technical and economic facets of a particular cul

ture are closely related to the other elements of the culture. The basic pattern of a culture could 

prevent development in the western sense of the word. Fowler (p 22) concedes this. He is of the 

opinion that changes were externally imposed on African cultures. This over-simplifies the whole 

process of cultural change. Once the African cultures came into contact with the three above men

tioned elements of western culture, radical changes were bound to take place. These changes are 

not so much 'externally imposed' but rather inevitable. It is not denied that externally imposed 

changes did often occur. Speaking of externally imposed changes. Fowler ignores the radical 

changes forced upon African culture by Christian missions. These changes did not start in the 

superstructure of African cultures, but rather in the deep structure. It is this kind of change that has 

devastating consequences for a culture as a whole. Change now becomes unavoidable, com

prehensive and radical. 

The theme of this book is that the people of Africa themselves should decide what changes should be 

made and what development should look like. African cultures have many aspects that can ass'ist and 

enrich change and development. This emphasis makes it essential that this book should be widely read. 
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Arland D Jacobson; Executive Director of the Charis Ecumenical Centre in Moorhead, Minnesota, is the 

author of various articles on Q. especially on the aspects of the literary unity and history of composition 

ofQ. 

Introduction 

'The First Gospel - an introduction to Q' consists partially of and has its roots in Jacobson's doctoral 

dissertation which was completed as long ago as 1978, under the title: 'Wisdom Christology in Q'. 

Articles written by the author in 1982 and 1987 are also incorporated in the present work, making it a 

book which contains the thoughts of the author over a lengthy period. This can be regarded as an bonus 

point as Jacobson succeeds in bringing his previous standpoints into debate with recent research. 

Although Jacobson initially exploits the, original thoughts of his mentor J M Robinson whose work 

entitled: 'LOGOI SOPHON': Zur Gattung der Spruchquelle Q' represented a pioneering attempt on the 

question of the hermeneuties of the Sayings Gospel Q, with this work Jacobson shows himself to be an 

independent researcher. 
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