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The present volume is the fifth in the supplementary series of Hervormde Te%giese Studies 

and is dedicated to Willem Vorster. The volume had its origins in research done in the early 

1980's by Van Aarde as pioneering work into the narrative analysis of Matthew's Gospel. 

Now completely revised and updated that research forms the substance of part one. Part 

two is a series of six essays previously published as individual articles and here brought 

together to form a complement to the earlier narrative analysis. All in all this represents a 

solid study on the Gospel of Matthew by one of South Africa's foremost New Testament 

scholars. 

Van Aarde has entitled the volume God-with-us because he believes this is the 

dominant theme within the Gospel. He begins with an overview of Matthean research with 

a particular focus on the variety of models of interpretation, stressing in particular the grow

ing interest in the Matthean community, and the complexity of Matthew's structure. The 

second chapter develops the ideological/theological perspective in Matthew's story, stress

ing the place of the narrator, character delineation and the use of titles for Jesus. This leads 

on to chapter three, the names of Jesus in Matthew's story from a critical view of tradi

tional titular Christology to an examination of the narrative function of the titles (e g, it is the 

crowds who call Jesus Son of David) and the using of irony (e g, the enemies of Jesus). 

Chapter four looks at John the Baptist and begins the development of the God-with-us 

theme. Other characters (the Jewish leaders) are considered in the following chapters. 

Chapter 8 returns to the narrator in perspective, this time on the temporal and topographic 

levels in Matthew's story. Van Aarde draws attention to the pre-paschal sequences and the 

unifying factor of the God-with-us theme. The Emmanuelship is demonstrated in Jesus' 

concern for the outcasts of his time and is continued in his instructions to his disciples to go 

out and to make disciples of all peoples. 

Ongoing plot of the present Gospel and the open end of the second plot is further 

developed in chapter 9 and the summary. Van Aarde concludes with the challenge to con

tinue the plot in outreach to the underprivileged in the encouragement that God is with us 

until the parousia. 

Part two consists of approximately half the book and deals with issues like the 

beatitude (arguing for the beatitude as a literary type or Gattung) , the feeding miracle (the 

use of historical criticism and the faith perspective), the miracle of the silver coin (the 

society of a miracle), the wedding feast (macro and microtexts). The final two chapters look 

at the. textual evidence concerning the separation of Judaism and Christianity (the contribu

tion of the Jewish Christian's resurrected faith) and the infancy narrative of Matthew (dis-
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playing the God who sides with the outcast and endangered women and child). 

Van Aarde's studies are compelling reading, taking one into the heart of the Gospel and 

leaving an explicit challenge to all readers of the Gospel to enter into the plot of Matthew 

and become a part of the process of becoming God-with-us in contemporary society. 

Pont, A D 1994 - Algemene kerkgeskiedenis: 'n Inleiding tot die Nederlandse 
Kerkgeskiedenis: Van die beginjare tot 1795. 
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Resensent: Prof P J Strauss. 

Die inhoud van hierdie werk in die Supplementum-reeks van die Hervormde Te%giese 

Studies maak - getrou aan die doel van hierdie reeks - waarskynlik lesings uit wat aan 

Hervormde studente in die Kerkgeskiedenis aan die Universiteit van Pretoria aangebied 

is/word. Dat emeritus-professor Pont by hierdie geleentheid aan die woord kom, is ook nie 

verbasend nie. Reeds in die reeksvoorwoord stel die redakteur, professor Andries van 

Aarde, dat Pont tot en met die eerste uitgawe van die Hervormde Te%giese Studies in 

1994 die meeste artikels (67 in 50 jaargange!) vir hierdie blad gelewer het. Gemeet aan die 

inhoud hiervan en die feit dat Pont steeds teologies aktief is, kan daar met hierdie boek 'n 

gerypte produk uit die pen van 'n deurwinterde kerkhistorikus verwag word. Pont stel hierin 

nie teleur nie. 

Ten aanvang bedien die skrywer ons kortliks van sy antwoord op die vraag na wat kerk

geskiedenis is. Opgesom kom dit vir hom daarop neer dat dit hier gaan om die geskiedenis 

van die liggaam van Christus en sy Hoof wat, geiei deur die WONd en Gees van Christus, 

deur die wareld beweeg. In sy tekening van hierdie proses probeer Pont 'n saak uitmaak vir 

die aanwesigheid van die • handelinge' van God (in die invloed van menslike en eietydse fak

tore. Sy definisie verskaf waardevolle aanknopingspunte ~n prikkel tot verdere gesprek. Sy 

stelling dat die geskiedenis van die handelinge van Christus in en deur die kerk (die 

• vertikale Iyn' in die kerkgeskiedenis) . nie sondermeer histories wetenskaplik vasstelbaar is 

nie', skep egter die vraag of hyself nie hier die slagoffer van 'n neo-Kantiaanse boedelskei

ding is wat hy aan die einde van sy boek by imr!ikasie afwys nie. 

In sy hantering van sy eintlike tema staan Pont kortliks by die beginjare van die kerk in 

Nederland stil. Vanuit sy eie Calvinisties-hervormde agtergrolld is dit verklaarbaar waarom 

hy so gou as moontlik deurstoot na die intrede van die 1 6e eeuse kerkhervorming in hierdie 

geweste. Metodologies korrek skets hy telkens die bree samelewings- en kultuurhistoriese 

aytergrond ~n die bepalende konfessionele, dogmahistoriese en kerkregtelike aspekte van die 

kerkgeskiedenis wat hy teken. In sy aanloop tot die kerkhervorming in Nederland gee hy 'n 

kort oorsig van afwykende strominge wat saam met die invloed van Luther na Nederland 

kom: die sakramentariers en doperse groepe. In diese!fde aanloop gaan haal hy die saak 
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